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Abstract:. Online platforms have empowered foreign terrorist organizations to systematically spread ideologies across borders,
creating radicalization pipelines that amplify domestic extremist violence in the United States. This comprehensive review examined
empirical literature from the last five years to demonstrate how foreign terrorist narratives penetrate and amplify domestic extremism
in the U.S. Findings reveal that foreign groups exploit online platforms and socio-political grievances to radicalize susceptible
populations. Critically, reciprocal radicalization cycles emerge between disparate extremist movements, enabling ideological cross-
pollination and tactical adaptation. Internet-facilitated contagion effects accelerate violence frequency and severity as celebrated
foreign attacks inspire domestic imitations. Challenges to counter-terrorism efforts identified included the dynamic and adaptive
nature of extremist groups, the rapid evolution of digital platforms, the continuous emergence of new communication technologies,
the inherent difficulties in distinguishing between legitimate online discourses and radicalizing content, and the absence of a unified
international legal framework. Effectively countering these transnational threats requires multifaceted approaches integrating
international intelligence sharing, community resilience programs, and psychological understanding of radicalization pathways.
Traditional counter-terrorism strategies prove insufficient against these evolving, decentralized threats demanding comprehensive,

interdisciplinary interventions.
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INTRODUCTION

The rapid integration of digital technologies,
comprising the internet, the Internet of Things, and
various social media platforms, has fundamentally
reshaped global connectivity, simultaneously
creating unprecedented avenues for information
dissemination and the spread of evolving cyber
threats, particularly in the context of terrorism and
extremism (Montasari, 2024). Digital landscape,
characterized by an extensive array of extremist
digital spaces, facilitates the amplification of
radical ideologies and the incitement of political
violence, often experimented by terrorist
organizations, state actors, or individuals (Baele &
Brace, 2025).

The interconnectedness unknowingly provides
malicious actors, including extremist
organizations, with sophisticated methods to
access potential recruits and pass their agendas
onto them, thereby expanding their reach beyond
geographical boundaries (Montasari, 2024; Zahrah
et al., 2020). Particularly evident is the strategic
shift by extremist organizations towards online
platforms for radicalization and recruitment,
transforming the internet into a crucial field for
ideological warfare (Winter et al., 2020;
Montasari, 2024). For instance, the accessibility
and anonymity offered by some of these digital
platforms enable extremist narratives to transcend

borders, influencing domestic extremist groups
and amplifying the potential for violence within
nations, including the United States (Afzal et al.,
2024).

Digital transformation has fostered virtual
extremism, where the boundaries between physical
and digital radicalization processes become
increasingly unclear. The 2017 London Bridge
attacker case buttresses this view, as Youssef
Zaghba, was radicalized through prolonged online
contact before acting in the physical world
(Monaghan, 2019). The pervasive influence is
further entrenched by the deliberate use of social
media influencers by terrorist groups to spread
propaganda and recruit individuals, often targeting
younger generations through engaging text,
images, audio, and video content (Robinson, 2022;
Lewinsky et al., 2024). Such sophisticated online
engagement has enabled extremist movements,
particularly right-wing groups, to exploit digital
communication tools for mobilization, sustenance,
and propagation of their activities, gaining
significant policy attention in recent years due to
the amplified threat posed by groups like ISIS and
Q-Anon (Marwick et al., 2022).
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This digital evolution has led to a media morphosis
of terrorism, where the medium itself becomes an
asymmetric weapon, enabling a much greater
capacity for spreading radicalization and
transforming the internet into a perpetual hub of
hate and violence (Antinori, 2023). That is, the
internet functions not only as a tool for propaganda
but as a comprehensive operational infrastructure,
enabling extremist organizers to communicate,
plan attacks, secure funding, gather intelligence,
and actively radicalize and train new supporters.

Despite the well-documented rapid spread of
online extremism, a gap exists in the
understanding of the specific mechanisms through
which foreign terrorist ideologies, originating from
established international terrorist organizations,
state-sponsored actors, and  transnational
ideological movements directly and indirectly
infiltrate and amplify domestic extremist violence
within the United States. Considering this gap, the
review investigates the mechanisms through which
foreign terrorist ideologies are integrated into
domestic extremist narratives within the United
States, analysing the resulting amplification of
violence and its implications for US national
security.

METHODS

The review examined the relationship between
cross-border radicalization and domestic extremist
violence in the United States. It comprehensively
searched academic databases using keywords like
""cross-border radicalization," "foreign influence,"
"domestic extremism," "online radicalization," and
"social media." Inclusion criteria prioritized
empirical studies published within the last five
years that addressed foreign terrorist ideological
influence on U.S. domestic extremism. Following
the initial screening, abstracts and full texts were
evaluated against predetermined criteria by
multiple reviewers to ensure relevance and
minimize bias. Data extraction focused on
methodologies, theoretical frameworks, and
empirical findings. Synthesis involved thematic
analysis to identify patterns, convergences, and
gaps in the literature, with particular attention to
studies employing content analysis to uncover
latent meanings in radicalization narratives and
behaviors.

FINDINGS
Pipelines of Foreign Terrorist ldeology
Transmission
One primary mechanism by which foreign
terrorists transmit their ideologies involves foreign

terrorist organizations strategically using online
platforms to disseminate their ideological content,
thereby transcending geographical boundaries and
directly reaching susceptible individuals in the
United States (Villa-Turek et al., 2024). This
digital propagation leverages social media,
encrypted messaging applications, and dedicated
online forums to share propaganda, recruitment
materials, and tactical guidance, effectively
creating a virtual pipeline for radicalization (Villa-
Turek et al., 2024; Meena et al., 2025).

Foreign terrorist groups often exploit moral
intuitions and existing sociopolitical grievances by
employing compelling narratives and visual media
to connect with potential recruits and justify
violence (Akram & Nasar, 2023). The digital
influence is often compounded by the rapid
evolution of online communication technologies,
which  enable  real-time interaction and
personalized ideological brainwashing (Ibrahim &
Attia, 2025). These tactics often leverage highly
prominent socio-political issues, mirroring existing
domestic right-wing extremist ideologies, which
have seen a significant increase in violence since
9/11 (Bhangoo, et al., 2024). The emotional
arousal associated with these overseas conflicts,
coupled with the presentation of extremist role
models, further inspires emulation and offers
practical examples that validate the necessity of
armed resistance championed by extremist
ideologies  (Schuurman & Carthy, 2023).
Moreover, the strategic framing of foreign
conflicts as existential battles, often infused with
religious or nationalistic passion, provides a
compelling framework through which domestic
extremists can rationalize their violent aspirations
and actions (Lahnala et al., 2025). Further
complicating this process is the fact that the spread
of such ideologies can traverse different
movements, allowing for the diffusion of ideas and
techniques that inspire or shape terrorist acts
across various political leanings (Malthaner et al.,
2024). This cross-pollination of  extremist
narratives and operational tactics between different
ideological camps presents a significant challenge
to counter-radicalization efforts, as the boundaries
between distinct extremist movements become
increasingly obscured.

Pathways to Domestic Extremist Violence
Amplification

Domestic extremist violence amplification often
manifests through a process of reciprocal
radicalization, where the rhetoric and actions of
foreign terrorist groups are mirrored by domestic
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extremists, eventually leading to a self-reinforcing
cycle of violence and ideological escalation
(Marwick et al., 2022). This mechanism not only
legitimizes violent acts but also intensifies the
perceived threat, thereby fueling further
radicalization within domestic contexts (Schumann
et al., 2022). For instance, despite their supposed
opposition, far right and jihadi groups often utilize
each other's destructive visions and actions to
recruit members and justify violent escalation,
illustrating a shared deceitful approach and a focus
on an out-group enemy (Marwick et al., 2022).
This  symbiotic relationship, wherein each
extremist faction inadvertently bolsters the other's
narrative of existential threat, creates a volatile
environment ready for the amplification of
domestic extremist violence (Kristinsdottir et al.,
2025).

Furthermore, the propagation of foreign terrorist
ideologies often provides domestic extremists with
a sophisticated operational framework, including
tactics, targets, and methods, which can then be
adapted to the local context (Gaibulloev &
Sandler, 2023). This adaptation frequently
involves the reinterpretation of foreign narratives
to align with domestic grievances, thereby making
these imported ideologies more noticeable and
compelling to a local audience (Malthaner et al.,
2024). The interplay between these global and
local narratives can lead to an acceleration of
radicalization processes, as individuals are
exposed to a broader spectrum of justifications and
perceived mandates for violence. Moreover, this
transnational exchange has been shown to foster a
contagion and copycat effect, where successful
foreign attacks are celebrated online and inspire
similar acts of violence domestically, thereby
escalating the frequency and severity of extremist
incidents (Kupper et al., 2022). This underscores
the critical role of the internet in mobilizing,
sustaining, and propagating extremist activity in
the U.S.

Evolution of Radicalization Pipelines

The convergence of tactics and narratives between
disparate extremist groups, such as white
supremacists and jihadists, makes efforts to disrupt
radicalization  pipelines difficult, as they
increasingly copy each other's organizational
structures and propaganda modules (Koch et al.,
2024). Indeed, the ideological similarities between
Salafi-jihadism and white supremacist extremism,
particularly in their shared traits and political
outlooks, present a significant challenge to
conventional counter-terrorism  frameworks

(Clifford & Meleagrou-Hitchens, 2022). This
necessitates a comprehensive approach that
recognizes the interconnectedness of these threats
and addresses the underlying grievances and
ideological currents that fuel both domestic and
foreign extremist movements.

Understanding the pathways through which
individuals become radicalized, whether through
online exposure to foreign ideologies or direct
engagement with transnational networks, is crucial
for developing effective prevention and
intervention programs (Ging et al., 2025). This
requires acknowledging that threats can dissociate
from their agents, interacting to form a broader
threat without requiring central leadership, and that
these threats often socialize, creating complex,
multi-layered networks (Zamir & Kaunert 2025).
A nuanced understanding of this dissociation is
essential for developing targeted interventions that
address the specific vulnerabilities and influences
driving individuals towards extremist ideologies,
thereby fortifying societal resilience against cross-
border radicalization. Such an approach must
therefore integrate advanced data science
techniques to unravel the complex connections
underpinning these modern movements, especially
as many Western powers often over-focus on
foreign  Islamic  threats while neglecting
homegrown fascist threats veiled as the Alt-Right
(Hughes et al., 2022).

According to Hoverd et al., (2022) this disparity in
often overlooks how online platforms and
recommendation algorithms contribute
significantly  to  radicalization,  sometimes
inadvertently connecting individuals to existing
hate groups through suggested content. This
underscores the critical need for interdisciplinary
research combining computational analyses of
online behavior with psychological theories of
vulnerability to extremism, thereby enabling a
more robust understanding of radicalization
pathways. It will involve mapping the intricate
networks of ideological transmission and
identifying critical junctures where interventions
can most effectively disrupt the radicalization
process, particularly through proactive counter-
narratives and strategic de-platforming initiatives.

Challenges in Identifying and Disrupting
Pipelines

A crucial challenge is the dynamic and adaptive
nature of extremist groups, which includes their
sophisticated use of encrypted communication
platforms and the legal and ethical complexities
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associated with monitoring online activities across
international borders (Herath & Whittaker, 2023).
The rapid evolution of digital platforms and the
continuous emergence of new communication
technologies also present an ongoing cat-and-
mouse game for authorities attempting to keep
pace with extremist innovation (Winkler, 2025).

Additionally, the inherent difficulties in
distinguishing  between  legitimate  online
discourses and radicalizing content, coupled with
civil liberty concerns, frequently impede proactive
intervention efforts (Farrand, 2023). Another
persistent challenge is the absence of a unified
international legal framework for prosecuting
individuals involved in cross-border radicalization,
hindering coordinated efforts to dismantle these
pipelines effectively (Magaji, 2024; Emmanuel et
al., 2025).

Consequently, a deeper understanding of the
societal, psychological, and technological factors
that contribute to radicalization is essential for
developing effective  countermeasures.  For
instance, the widespread wuse of digital
technologies, including social media platforms, has
significantly transformed the landscape of
terrorism and extremism, necessitating novel
approaches to counter these evolving threats
(Montasari, 2024). This includes addressing the
challenges of tracking the dynamic spread of
extremist ideologies across disparate platforms and
understanding how users become involved through
algorithmic, ideological, and psychosocial
radicalization processes.

DISCUSSION

The literature reveals that the narratives from
international terrorist groups, such as ISIS or al-
Qaeda, are reinterpreted and adopted by domestic
extremist groups to legitimize their grievances and
justify violence within the U.S context (Motta &
Succi Junior, 2024). This adaptation often involves
tailoring universalistic ideological tenets to
resonate with specific local issues, such as racial
tensions, anti-government sentiments, or economic
anxieties, thereby creating a powerful hybrid
ideology that appeals to a broader base of
disaffected individuals.

Furthermore, the online dissemination of these
adapted foreign ideologies through social media
platforms and encrypted channels accelerates their
reach and influence, allowing for rapid ideation
and mobilization among geographically dispersed
domestic extremists (Kupper et al., 2022; Marwick

et al., 2022). The pervasive nature of the internet,
coupled with the advanced use of propaganda, has
enabled a decentralized approach to radicalization,
making traditional counter-terrorism strategies less
effective against these evolving threats (Kaur,
2025). This dynamic interplay between foreign
narratives and domestic grievances necessitates a
robust analytical framework capable of discerning
the causal links and feedback loops inherent in the
radicalization process.

Indeed, effective counter-radicalization programs
require a nuanced understanding of these internet
and social media components of violent
extremism, moving beyond superficial
interpretations to address the complex interplay of
digital and physical spaces. This includes
examining how collective grievance, amplified by
online radicalization, serves as a significant driver
for the propagation and adoption of extremist
ideologies, subsequently leading to acts of
violence (Binder & Kenyon, 2022; Corner et al.,
2023). Specifically, it is imperative to investigate
how individuals’ exposure to narratives of group
victimization, even if not directly experienced, can
evolve into personal grievances that fuel violent
behavior, especially when amplified by online
echo chambers.

Policy Implications for Counter-Radicalization
Efforts

The findings of this review call for enhancing
international intelligence sharing and cybersecurity
measures  to  implement  community-based
resilience programs that address the root causes of
radicalization. This requires a comprehensive
understanding of factors leading to exposure to
extremist content, including social influence,
social selection, and self-selection, to effectively
disentangle the causes of political aggression.

Furthermore, given the increasing political
polarization globally, policymakers must contend
with stronger partisan social identities that impede
reconciliation and amplify the risk of negative
trigger events facilitating support for aggressive
politics. Therefore, interventions should consider
both dispositional factors, such as an individual's
openness to new experiences, and situational
elements, like the availability of propagandistic
narratives, to develop targeted strategies that
reduce vulnerability to radicalization.
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Additionally, effective policies must acknowledge
the epistemological challenges in studying
radicalization, focusing on observable shifts
towards extreme ideologies and support for violent
actors rather than solely on engagement in
violence itself.

CONCLUSION

This review has highlighted the complex interplay
between foreign terrorist ideologies and domestic
extremist violence in the US, underscoring the
transnational nature of radicalization pipelines. It
highlighted the critical need for a multifaceted
approach that transcends traditional
counterterrorism measures to effectively mitigate
this evolving threat. This involves not only
technological solutions but also a deep
understanding of the psychological and
sociological underpinnings of violent extremism.
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